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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1   Purpose

This True North Project Reclamation Plan document updates the reclamation plan
prepared by Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc. (FGMI) in February 2000.  This current
reclamation plan incorporates changes made by FGMI as a result of its ongoing design
and analysis process, as well as those changes made in response to agency and public
review and comments received.

The True North Project operator is Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc. (FGMI), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Kinross Gold Corporation (KGC).  FGMI owns 65% of the True North
Venture with the remaining 35% owned by LaTeko Resources, Inc. another wholly
owned subsidiary of Kinross Gold Corporation.  The True North Venture has lease
agreements with the underlying claim owners; the agreements include the area of the
Millsite Lease and additional claims within the overall exploration area listed in Section
2.0.

Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc. (FGMI), has prepared this plan to address interim,
concurrent, final reclamation and post-mining land use of the True North Project.  This
plan is submitted to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining,
Land and Water (ADNR) in accordance with AS 27.19.010 et. seq. and 11 AAC 97.100
et. seq.  Concurrently, the plan is being submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(COE) as required by the Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit No. M-940742, N-
940742, O-940742, and P-940742, Murry Creek 2.

The True North Project and all operating and ancillary facilities are located on legally
filed and held State mining claims.  The State mining claims are on land administered
by ADNR.

FGMI will reclaim exploration, development, and mining-related disturbances at the
True North Project in a manner compatible with the land use selected and discussed
herein.  Reclamation practices will utilize best practicable established and accepted
technologies and methodologies suitable to the interior forest or Taiga environment of
the True North Project area.  Where pertinent, documented successful practices from
other interior forest region reclamation projects (i.e. Trans Alaska Pipeline, the Fort
Knox Mine, and placer mining) will be implemented at the True North Project.

As generally discussed in the True North Project Description, reclamation practices are
under constant scrutiny by government, industry, and the public.  Although there are no
process facilities, the True North Project is subject to the Alaska Reclamation Act. 
Therefore, reclamation plans must be, within the context of existing regulations,
dynamic and capable of changing with the input of new information, ideas, and
techniques (11 AAC 97.330 Amendment of Reclamation Plan).

Final reclamation (final contouring of development dumps, facility sites, and seed bed
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preparation) will be initiated immediately and completed within two years of cessation of
mining operations where affected land cannot practicably be reclaimed concurrently.
Notification, in writing, of final closure will be given to the ADNR and COE within 90
days after cessation of mining operations.

Access by Federal and State regulatory personnel to the True North Project mine
facilities for the purpose of inspecting for reclamation or other appropriate compliance
areas are statutory/regulatory mandates and will be honored by FGMI, with the request
that agents contact mine management to gain access.  The health and safety of FGMI
employees and that of regulatory personnel is the rational for this request.  Mining is
regulated under the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA).  Their regulations
require minimum training for employees and visitors for Hazard Recognition and Safety.
 Visitors as well as employees must wear safety equipment, approved by MSHA.

FGMI requests consideration by the regulatory agencies to conduct routine inspections
during weekdays when administration and mine managers are available to answer
questions and, if necessary, accompany agents to different areas of the site.

1.2.   Project Summary

1.2.1   Location and Land Status

The True North Project is within the Chatanika River watershed located on the
northwest flank of Pedro Dome approximately 25 miles northeast of Fairbanks (Figure
1-1 and 1-2).  The ridgelines drain into Murray Creek, a tributary of Dome Creek to the
south; and Louis Creek, Whiskey Gulch, and Spruce Creek, tributaries of Little
Eldorado Creek to the north.  More specifically, the Millsite Lease boundary is located in
portions of Sections 21, 27, 28, 29, 32, & 33, Township 3N, Range 1E, Fairbanks
meridian (Figure 2-1). The project site is located entirely on State and University of
Alaska land.  There is no federal land involved within the project boundaries and the
closest residence is approximately one mile from the project boundary.

The ore body and large majority of the project area are situated on State of Alaska land.
Figure 1-1 shows the large block of FGMI's leased mineral rights.  The True North ore
body and ancillary facilities have been placed within the Millsite Lease (Figure 2-1). 

The center of the ore body is located on the northwest flank of Pedro Dome on the
ridge between Dome Creek and Eldorado Creeks.  Calcareous and carbonate-altered
schist hosts the True North deposit.  The ore body is elongated northeast gently dipping
to the southwest.  True North’s topographic features are shown in Figure 3-1. 
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1.2.2   General Environmental Information

The True North Project area is in the Yukon-Tanana Uplands, characterized by
rounded, even topped ridges with gentle slopes.  The deposit is located on the
northwest flank of Pedro Dome at elevations ranging between 1,760 to 1,200 feet.

The climate is continental sub-arctic with mean annual precipitation of less than 12
inches.  The area is predominantly forested.  Well-drained soils of the uplands and
alluvial plains are covered mainly with white spruce (Picea glauca) and a mixture of
broadleaf trees such as paper birch (Betula paprifera) and quaking aspen (Populus
tremuloides).  The climax forest on well-drained soils in the area is white spruce.  The
moderately well drained and imperfectly drained soils may support forests similar to
those on the well-drained soils, but more commonly black spruce (Picea mariana) and
willow (Salix spp.) are found.  Mosses (Sphagnum spp.), along with horsetail
(Equisetum spp.) and grass, typically cover the ground.  Shrubs such as willow,
however, are also prevalent.

The poorly drained soils with a high permafrost table generally support communities of
black spruce, willow, and alder (Alnus spp.).  A thick moss mat, principally Sphagnum
spp., covers the ground.  Lichens such as Cladonia spp. and Peltigera spp. are
common in the moss mat also.  This mat supports a dense cover of shrubs; primarily
bog birch (Betula glandulosa), spirea (Spirea beauverdiana), Labrador tea (Ledum
decumbens), cranberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea), and blueberry (Vaccinium uliginosum). 
Tussocks of cotton grass (Eriophorum spp.) are also common, especially along the toe
slopes.  Poorly drained soils with a high permafrost table may be found on the northern
exposures of the mountain slopes, especially those areas that are concave or broken. 
Spindly black spruce and a thick moss mat are typical on these sites.  Permafrost is
discontinuous throughout the project area, and does not exist on some north-facing
mountain slopes where it normally would be expected.  South-facing slopes receive
much more radiation from the sun, and generally support white spruce, paper birch, and
quaking aspen.

ABR, Inc. performed three wetland delineations for True North.  No high value wetlands
are located within the Millsite Lease area.  The impacted wetlands are associated with
permafrost and have vegetative cover of black spruce and a moss mat.  Similar type
wetlands are abundant in the True North Project area and surrounding region (ABR,
Inc., 1996, 1997).  Approximately 64 acres of wetlands will be disturbed due to roads
and pit development.  The office, shop, explosive storage area, development rock
dumps, growth medium stockpile and ore stockpile will all be located on uplands.

The True North Project area does not currently support any threatened or endangered
species, but does support populations of three species of concern:  Northern Goshawk,
Olive-sided Flycatcher, and lynx.  Populations of these species appear to be present in
numbers similar to other locations in interior Alaska.  Suitable habitats for these species
are abundant in the True North Project area and surrounding region (ABR, Inc., 1998).


